
 

 

 

 

 

March Saint-in-the-Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Virtue of the month: Compassion 

St. Benedict Joseph Labre was from a well-to-do family in 18th-century France. He loved 

to read and was especially devoted to the Scriptures. Benedict wanted to be a priest, but neither his 

diocese nor any religious communities would accept him because it appeared that he had a mental 

illness. Because of his strange appearance and behavior kids threw rocks at him. He wandered from 

shrine to shrine and slept in cemeteries; then in the ruins in the Colosseum, the only place where he 

was not harassed.   

But “The Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart” (1 Samuel 16:7) God saw that Benedict’s abilities went beyond his surface issues. He was 

profoundly kind, especially to street people and beggars. He begged for his own food and then shared 

everything he received. He had great tenderness for the homeless, and there are many accounts of 

God granting him the grace of multiplication of food when he asked for it — never for himself, but 

always for others. 

St. Benedict Joseph Labre’s compassionate example lives on today in the Labre Project on college 

campuses. The project was launched at John Carroll University in Ohio 12-plus years ago and 

continues on other college campuses today. Students cook food, pray and take meals and other items 

as a group to the local homeless community. There are other street ministries that hand out food, 

toiletries and clothing, but this group is different because they want to form a relationship with the 

people. One man, touched by the service he received, commented to one of the students: “I thought 

college students come to do their service deed for the month and that’s it. You’re different. You want 

to know us.”  

St. Benedict Joseph Labre is the patron saint of the homeless. 

St. Benedict, help us to see with the eyes of Christ and imitate the compassion you modeled. 
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“The point of reading these stories [about the saints] is …. to understand how grace works in the world.  Every day, all day 

long, God pours out his grace upon us, urging us, coaxing us, to turn away from everything that is base and cheap and 

unsatisfying, and turn toward the only thing that is eternal, perfect, and true – that is, himself.”   Thomas J. Craughwell   

     Information about St. Benedict Joseph Labre is taken from “ncregister.com”. 
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