
 

 

 

 

February Saint-in-the-Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Virtue of the month: Integrity  
 

St. Thomas More was an English writer, lawyer, and statesman. He held many important 

positions in the English courts and became advisor to King Henry VIII. This was quite an honor, 

but it also brought Thomas face to face with a difficult choice that cost him his life. 

 

King Henry wanted to divorce his wife and expected Thomas to petition the Pope to support his 

decision. Not only did Thomas refuse to cooperate but he also could not support the King when 

he married another woman. Thomas could not honestly call her the queen when he believed the 

marriage was not valid. Because King Henry could not get the support of the Roman Catholic 

Church, he decided to start his own church - The Church of England. This placed another 

roadblock in Thomas’ path. He was a devout Catholic, so he could not accept the King as head of 

the Church. He would not compromise his own moral values in order to please the king. He 

knew that our ultimate authority is God and the church Christ established. 

 

King Henry tried to win Thomas over to his side because he knew Thomas was a man whose 

approval counted, a man whose personal integrity no one questioned. But Thomas resigned 

rather than compromise his beliefs and the King ordered him arrested and killed for treason. 

Thomas’ final words were: “The King’s good servant, but God’s first.” 

 

It must have been very difficult for Thomas to say goodbye to his family and sacrifice his own 

life for his beliefs. But to live with integrity means to stand up for your beliefs even if they are 

unpopular.  In 1935, four hundred years after Thomas was put to death, he was canonized a saint.  

St. Thomas More is the patron saint of political leaders. 

St. Thomas More, help us to live with integrity; give us wisdom and courage to put Christ first. 

Discussion question 

 
 

 
St. Thomas  

More 
 

“The point of reading these stories [about the saints] is …. to understand how grace works in the world.  Every day, all day 

long, God pours out his grace upon us, urging us, coaxing us, to turn away from everything that is base and cheap and 

unsatisfying, and turn toward the only thing that is eternal, perfect, and true – that is, himself.”   Thomas J. Craughwell   

   Information about St. Thomas More is taken from “Kiddle Encyclopedia” and “Catholic.org”. 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/English_people
https://kids.kiddle.co/Henry_VIII
https://kids.kiddle.co/The_Church_of_England
http://www.quia.com/quiz/7745519.html

