
 

 

 

 

September Saint-in-the-Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Virtue of the month: Faith 
 

St. Genesius was an actor who did not have faith. In fact, he made fun of people who did. In 

one of his starring roles, he played a convert who was going to be baptized. The play was billed 

as a comedy in which Genesius was to mock the sacrament!  

 

But the strangest thing happened … 

At the very moment in the play when the water was poured over his head, Genesius experienced 

an outpouring of grace, just as if the Baptism was authentic!  Much to the surprise of the other 

actors and even more of a surprise to himself, he began recited much different lines than were 

scripted.  He started to make up his own words that criticized the Emperor Diocletian for his 

torture of the Christians. At first when the emperor heard him, he assumed there would be a 

funny punch line coming, but Genesius was not joking.  When that become evident to the 

emperor, he ordered Genesius to be tortured and killed.  Even during his agony, Genesius 

insisted: “Were I to be killed a thousand times for my allegiance to Christ, I would still go on as I 

have begun.” Genesius was a new man, now filled with faith and willing to die for Christ rather 

than ridicule him. 

 

St. Genesius is the patron saint of actors and is highly regarded in the theatrical community. 

 

St. Genesius, when I am weak in faith and embarrassed to stand up for the truth of Christ, please 

help me. Remind me that there is more to life than being popular; that Jesus is the only audience 

I need to please. 
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St. Genesius 

 

“The point of reading these stories [about the saints] is …. to understand how grace works in the world.  

Every day, all day long, God pours out his grace upon us, urging us, coaxing us, to turn away from 

everything that is base and cheap and unsatisfying, and turn toward the only thing that is eternal, perfect, 

and true – that is, himself.”   Quote and information from “Saints Behaving Badly” by Thomas J. Craughwell 

 

https://www.quia.com/quiz/7701389.html

