
Teaching PK-4th Graders about Christ’s Crucifixion   
 

How do children of this age think?  
 

Kids might not understand death, but they do understand sacrifice. For 

kids, giving up a favorite toy is as hard as anything they’ve ever done. It 

requires a complete act of will and self-control. So, kids can imagine the 

level of sacrifice it was for Jesus to give up HIMSELF for us.  

 

But the best part about the story of Jesus’ death is not that He died, 

though that certainly is important. The best part is that He came back 

to life! We can’t explain how this happened any more than we can 

explain how a seed planted in the ground results in a flower. But 

reading in the Bible the many witnesses to Christ’s resurrection will give 

children confidence that God is greater than death and He remains with 

us – He’s no longer in the grave.  

 

Some Suggestions for Passing on the Message to Children  

• Keep it simple and age appropriate – children don’t need to know every gory detail of the crucifixion. 

Focus on the result of Jesus death – opening the gates of heaven – rather than the details of his 

crucifixion. 

• Explain sin – the things we do wrong, both big and little.  

• Explain the consequences of sin using concrete examples of the long-reaching effects of our behavior.  

• This video is a great way for kids to understand Christ taking on himself the payment for sin: 

https://youtu.be/73qAysK7zlk)  

• Focus on the love of God that is so great, He will do anything to bring us back to him. 

 

• Take advantage of each day of Holy Week to retell the whole story one day at a time. In your home 

lessons this month, you’ll have an egg carton activity that you can do with your children that takes the 

story bit by bit and connects a symbol to each part. For concrete thinkers of this age, this is a great 

hands-on activity that will provide opportunities for discussion. 

 

• Two great websites where you’ll find more concrete ideas for celebrating each day from Palm Sunday 

to Easter Sunday are catholicallyear.com and catholicicing.com.  

 

• If Church attendance is not restricted, try to attend as many of the Holy Week church services as 

possible.  

o Be sure to talk about them ahead of time with your children so they won’t miss the significance.  

o Consider the ages of your children so they will not be asked to sit beyond their tolerance level 

at the religious services. Better to do something age appropriate at home than force them to sit 

in Church for longer than they are able.  

o If you can go to church, arrive early and sit close to the front so the children can see. 
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